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Cont,actE; Peter StewenEon 7-800-221 -89L7 X 6799
Mary Hagan L-8o0-227 - 8917 X 6608

ReneLt,e Anderson 801-535-4478

The Environmenta] Proeection Ageney (EPA) ie eonducting a
Removal operatsion aE the L,,eeda Silver Reclamation Sit,e l-ocated 2
miles wesl of the toern of l-,eeds, UEah. The Site is an inoperaEive
ore processing faciliEy which util-ized an aelil heap leach procegs
for the extraefion of copper and silver. The owner and former
operaLor is 5M Inc. of Hurricane, Utah. ThiB fact sheet prowides
i.nformation about EPA's currenC acElvicies and tists contact.s for
thoee who have guestions or concerns.

The Utah Departmenb of Environmental Ouallty (UDEQ) made a
preliminary study of che site in 1991. EpA conductsed a field
reconnaigsance and wetland assessment in L992 and further
investigaLlons in 1993 and L994- The resu1ta of theee
invescigaEions verl-fy Ehat conEamination on the Site is a threaE to
human health and the enwironmenB:

a on-sibe nat,erialg (ore piles, leach pad, pregnant and
overflow ponds) are the source of heawy metalE
contamination irr sqil, and possibly in surface and
subsurface waters at. the Site;

I acidic water in the ponds is tikely Eo dissolve hea'\ry
metals in the sediment and carry Ehem to Ehe groundwater.

o t,he htghly acidic nature of the waLer in the ponds may poge
a healt,h risk to children, Erespaasers and wiLdlife;

o the Sit,e j-€ a poteneial source of donngradient, aurface-
water contaminat ion which could fLow into pagLure,lawn and
garden lrrigaclon water, 1iwestock waEer and wells which
are ueed for drinking water;

o conLaminated runoff from the ponde soufd potentially affect
surface water aa far down ag the city of St,- George if a
mal or Etorm event occurred;

I durlng dry, windy days, t.he eontamlnante on-eite will
continue Eo be alrborne and mJ-grate off-gite eo nearby
acreages, resldences anit/or weElands.
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Since conditions aE, the Site pose an irnminenE and substant,ial
danger Eo human heaItsh and tha envl-ronmenE, EpA will take t,he
forlowing actl-ong Eo control/remowe Ehe congaminanE,g and st.abilizeon-site materi-als :

I remove water from overflow and pregnant ponds;

. ahape heap so chat it has a elope of 3* to carr1 off
moisture;

o build an engineered cap over Ehe heap to provide a safe
cover that keeps the coneaftinants in bhe heap frofli
migratlng and contacting surface vrater_

The cap'wll-I be about fiwe feeE t,hiek, eoffposed of a geosynthetic
llner at the bage, Ehen a thick layer of compacted Joil-cowered
wit.h a layer of wasee roek on top, A French drain will be
consUructed around the base of the heap to direcE. precipitation
a!.ray fron the cap.

Contract,org for EpA will mobilize Eheir equipmenr on-siEe
between February 12 and February 19 and begin worx on February 20.
EPA e)cpeqte thls removal action to take approximaEely Elvo months,
afEer which slte monitoring will concinue ior a year-

For further infonnation, pleaee calL peEer St,evenson or Mary
Hagan at EpA or Renette Anderion at UDEQ, at the nulnbers tiEted
above
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